
Directions:   

Create a folder for American Literature II in Notability.  In that 

file create a Chapter file.  Write Chapter 1 at the top of the 

note.  Answer the questions for the chapter below the heading.  

For each chapter, note the chapter number before answering the 

questions. 

 
 

Soldier’s Heart by Gary Paulsen 

Chapter 1:  Answer the following questions in Notability.  Write in complete 
sentences.   

1. p. 2 When does the story begin? 
 
 
 

2. p. 2 What does Charley want to do? 
 
 
 

3. p. 2  What stands in the way of Charley joining the regiment? 
 
 
 

4. p. 4 Explain how Charley plans to get into the war. 
 
 
 

5. p. 6 How soon did everything think the war would be over? 
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Chapter 2:  Fort Snelling 

1.  When Charley gets to Fort Snelling he finds out that there are 
several problems with the life of a soldier.  Use the chart below to 
describe the problems he has with the food, the equipment and the 
training at the fort. 
 

 

2. When Charley’s regiment goes off to fight, Charley does several 
things for the first time.  Find and write down three things Charley 
does that he has never done before: 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 

 



 

Chapter 2 Vocabulary:  Using Context Clues to Find the Meaning of Words   

Often when a writer uses an uncommon word in a sentence, he/she will 
use other words or phrases in the sentence to make the meaning of the 
word clear. 

In the following sentences from Chapter 2 in A Soldier’s Heart, a 
vocabulary word is underlined.  Look at the other words in the sentence to 
see if you can guess at the meaning of the word.  Write down your guess 
on the blank line below the sentence from the story. 

1. There was a pair of black pants that were so short his calves showed, 
a pair of gray socks and a black felt hat.  That was the uniform  he 
received to go for a soldier.  
_______________________________________________________ 
 

2. The colonel of the regiment read a list of things he couldn’t do—
desert his post, traffic with the enemy, steal from his fellow soldiers, 
act immoral or without decency—and then he signed his name, told 
them he was 18 and they didn’t challenge it, and he was a soldier. 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
 

3. “The food is bad,” he wrote.  “Beef so gamey dogs won’t eat it, and 
hard beans. 
_______________________________________________________ 
 

4.  When they couldn’t afford to expend any more live ammunition they 
practiced with empty rifles, again and again, until Charley was sick to 
death of drilling and wheeling and marching and fake loading. 
_______________________________________________________ 
 

5.  Now, as he boarded the train and saw the plush seats and fancy 
inside of the car he thought: I never, I just never imagined such a 
thing existed. 
_______________________________________________________ 
 



When you have guessed what each highlighted word means, look up the 
actual definition and see how close your guess was to the real meaning of 
the word. 

uniform_____________________________________________________ 

immoral ____________________________________________________ 

gamey_____________________________________________________ 

expend____________________________________________________ 

plush______________________________________________________ 
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Chapter 3:  Toward Manassas (pronounced `Muh nass us) 

1.  p.14 Describe Charley’s train ride (2 details) 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 

 

2. p. 15 When he gets to Maryland, what type of person does Charley 
see for the first time in his life? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 

 

3. p.17-18 How do the farms in the South seem different? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 

 

4.  p. 19 Why doesn’t Charley think this can be “much of a war”? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
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Chapter 4: Bull Run 

As you read the chapter handout, highlight what Charley sees, hears, 
smells, tastes, and touches that shocks and frightens him.  Transfer these 
details to the chart below: 

See Hear Smell Taste  Touch 

-saw the men 
falling 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-Bullets flew 
past him with 
evil little 
snaps and 
snickers as 
they cut the 
air. 

   

 

 



Chapter 4 & 5 Vocabulary:  Similes 

A simile is a comparison between two things or ideas.  A simile helps you 
understand what an experience is like by comparing it something else that 
you can picture or visualize.  A simile uses the words “like” or “as” to make 
a comparison.  

For example, if someone says “The moon looks like a balloon” you might 
picture the moon as a bright round balloon floating in the sky. 

Below are similes found in Chapters 4 & 5 of the story.  Draw a picture of 
the image being described.   

1. [Men were falling from gunfire] like a blade cutting grain. 

 

 

 

2. He heard them [bullets] going past his ears like horizontal hail.  

 

 

 

3. Many of the men crouched as they moved, as if in a heavy rain… 

 

 

 

4. The food felt like a stone in his stomach… 

 

 



 

5. If I don’t run away I’ll be there [lying on the ground] like a broken doll. 
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Chapter 5:  Night 

Answer the following questions in your Notability chapter file.  Write in 
complete sentences.  Restate the question in your answer. 

1. p. 28 What is Charley ordered to do that “nothing on God’s earth”  
could make him do again? 
Example:  Charley is ordered to _____________________________ 
______________________________________________________ 
 
 

2. p. 36 Why does the Sergeant yell, “Watch the trees.” 
 
 
 

3. p. 37 What does he see as he walks through the meadow? 
 
 
 

4. p. 38 Where was the enemy? 
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Chapter 6:  Farming 

Directions:  As you read, highlight the answers to the following questions in 
your chapter hand-out.  Number your answers. 

1. p. 43 What does Charley believe will happen to him at some point 
during the war? 

2. p. 44 When the men say they are “farming”, what are they really 
doing? 

3. p. 48 What do the rebels do as the run toward them? 
4. p. 50 Why would Charley have been shocked to see himself? 
5. p. 53 Why don’t the doctors treat soldiers who have stomach 

wounds? 
6. p. 56 What was one of the rules of the battlefield? 

Draw a conclusion:  Charley leaves a gun with Nelson.  At the end of the 
chapter Charley hears a shot.  What do you think Nelson has done? 

 

 

 

Vocabulary for Understanding: Below please find definitions to some 
unfamiliar words that will help you better understand the chapter: 

expired:  ended p. 41 
sutler:a civilian (non-military person) who sold food to soldiers p. 41 
inevitability:  certainty p. 43 
secessionist: person who supports the Confederate States of America p. 44 
dysentery: a disease that causes severe diarrhea. P.44 
demoralized:  deeply discouraged p. 50 
contorted: twisted p. 50 
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Chapter 7:  Town Life 
 
Note:  When soldiers lived in a tent camp for several months, they referred 
to the camp as a town.  They even named the rows between their tents 
with street names.   
 
Answer the following questions in your literature notebook.  Write in 
complete sentences.  Re-state the question in your answer. 
 

1.  p. 59  What “spread through the camp like wild fire”? 
 
 
 

2.  p. 65  Why does Charley avoid making friends in the camp? 
 
 
 

3. p. 67  When he is on picket duty with whom does Charlie trade coffee 
for tobacco ? 
 
 
 

4. p. 69 What does Charley have in common with the rebel soldier? 
 



Soldier’s Heart by Gary Paulsen 

Chapter 8: Winter 
 

Directions: Answer the following questions in your Notability chapter file.  
Write in complete sentences.  Restate the question in your answer. 

 
1. p. 72 What animal does Charley kill to give meat to the sick men in 

the hospital tent? 
 
 
 

2. p. 78 For what reason does Charley hate to shoot the horses, but 
doesn’t “fret” shooting the rebel soldiers? 
 
 
 

3. p. 84 Describe how Charley fought like a madman.  What verbs does 
the author use to describe his actions? 
 
 
 

4. p. 88 What does Charley use to create a “windbreak” to help the 
doctor keep out the cold? 
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Directions: Answer the following questions in your Notability Chapter file.  
Write in complete sentences.  Restate the question in your answer. 

 
Chapter 9: Gettysburg 
 

1.  p. 90 What is always the same in every battle? 
 
 
 

2.  p. 96 What happens to Charley at Gettysburg? 
 
 
 
Chapter 10: June 1867 
 

1.  At age 21, Charley has come home from the war?  Describe his 
physical and emotional condition.  (3 details) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2.  What “pretty thing” does Charley bring with him to his picnic by the 
river? 
 
 
 
 

3. Draw a conclusion:  What is he thinking of doing? 

 


